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3aCTOCOBYETHCS Iijl yac 30pOHHMX KOH(QUIIKTIB, MPOTE JIe-(paKkTo HasBHI 3HAYHI HMOPYLIEHHS,
30KpeMa B YACTHHI JCKIAPATUBHOCTI MIKHAPOJHUX 3000B’sI3aHb Ta HIBCIIOBAHHI BIUIMBY
MDKHapOAHUX OpraHizaliii Ha CTOPOHY KOH(QIIKTY, sSKa Ma€ BiHCHKOBONOJOHEHHX, IO
o0ymoBieHO 3acrapimicTio HopM MITI B WacTHWHI BiACYTHOCTI Ti€BHX MeXaHI3MiB HPOTHIii
TAKOMY SIBHILY, SIK TIOPYIIEHHS MPaB BiliCEKOBOITOJIIOHEHHX.

Kpim miporo Oyiio mpoaHali3oBaHO MPAKTHKY 3aCTOCYBaHHS MPaBOBHX HOPM y cdepi
TIOBO/KEHHS 3 BiHCHKOBOIIOJIOHEHWMH, I¢ MUTAaHHS MPO IX CTAaTyC CTAlO PealbHICTIO depe3
3alpOBa/PKEHHST  CTaHy  BIidHHM Ha  TepuTopii  YKpaiHW, 3pOCTalody  KiJIbKICTh
BIHICHKOBOIIOJIOHEHHX 3 000X CTOpiH, BIJCYTHICTh pEaJbHUX MEXaHi3MIB TapaHTyBaHHS
HAaJIe)KHOTO TTOBOJDKEHHSI, CIA0KICTh MDKHApOJHMX OpraHizaumid y i cdepi, mpomaryBaHHi
HENpaBJUBHX BIIOMOCTEH PO YMOBH iX TPUMaHHs Ha IIMPOKUIL 3araj, riodanizamii Ta 3MiHaM
B CYCHIJIBHOMY XHTTI B yciX cdepax, IO CTano NepeayMOBaMH CUTYalii, sika ckiajacs i3
3aKOHOJIAaBCTBOM 1III0JI0 3a0€3MeUYeHHs] NpaB Ta CBOOOJ yYaCHHKIB BOEHHUX AiH, NPUHHATHM
micnst Jpyroi cBiTOBOI BiiiHH, i, BiIIOBITHO, SIKe MOTPEOYyE OHOBJICHHS 3TiHO 3 CyYaCHUMH
BUKJIMIKAMH Ta HAIBHUMH MIPOOIEMaMHU.

Jocmimkeno ocHoBHI mpuHIHANKA MI'TI mo10 MOBOKEHHS 3 BIHCHKOBOITOJIOHCHIMH Ta
HaroJoNIeHO Ha BaXKJIMBOCTI IMOBHOI IMIUIEMEHTAIlll IUX MPHWHIHIIB IS eQEeKTUBHOTO
JMIOTPUMaHHS CTOPOHAMH KOH(QJIIKTY MEBHHX HOPM 1 CTaHIApTiB, OCKUIHKH BOAYa€ThCS, IO
craHoM Ha moyaTok 2024 poky VYkpaiHOW TOTpUMaHO MOJIOXKeHHS TpeThoi JKeHeBchKoi
KOHBCHIIIi, MO0 3aXHUCTy BIMCHKOBOIIOJOHEHNX Ta TMPOJEMOHCTPOBAHO TOTOBHICTH 1
CIIPOMOXHICTh BHKOHYBAaTH CBOi 3000B's3aHHs. BomHowyac pd He BHsBMIIa TOTOBHOCTI abo
IHII[IATUBYA BXXUTH AaHAJOTIYHUX 3aXOJiB, IO CTAaBUTh Il CYMHIB i NPUXHIBHICTH 1O
MDKHApOIHUX CTAaHAApTIB, IO HECe HEeraTMBHUW BIUIMB Ha MDKHApoJHy Oe3meky i
MPaBOMOPSIOK.

Knrouogi cnosa: npunyunu midCHapoOoH020 eyMaHimapHo2o npasd, 8iticbKO8ONOIOHEH i,
npaeosull CMamyc 8itlcCbKOBONOJOHEHUX, NOBOONHCEHHS 3 BILICbKOBONOIOHEHUMU.
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Abstract. The article is devoted to solving the problem of bullying prevention in schools
through the use of juvenile police mediation. It has been found that in the conditions of war,
children are subjected to psychological pressure and stress, psychological stress as a result of
direct experience or observation of war events, shooting, bombing, destruction of their homes,
change of residence, etc. All this complicates the standard mechanisms of prevention and
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regulation of bullying in schools and contributes to the increase of cases of bullying.

It is also determined that bullying in an educational institution leads to significant social
and psychological consequences for all parties to this process: the offender (bully), the victim
(victim), observers. Problems were identified, according to which there is currently no
mechanism for overcoming the negative consequences that the participants (offender and victim)
receive as a result of bullying.

It has been established that the victim, as well as the perpetrator, witnessing bullying can
have a negative impact on mental and emotional health, causing stress, anxiety and even leading
to serious consequences such as depression or suicidal thoughts. The consequences of bullying
can go far beyond the boundaries of the educational institution and affect the immediate
environment of the child, his future life.

The implementation of such a tool as mediation in the activities of juvenile police officers
is proposed, the main idea of which is to give the participants of the conflict an opportunity to
meet and try to find a compromise, resolve the situation and settle the conflict through dialogue
and cooperation, after solving the offense in the legal field.

It was determined that the police mediator can also be an active link in creating a system
of encouraging compliance with the rules and creating positive mechanisms for controlling the
situation at school, aimed at preventing conflicts.

Keywords: mediation, juvenile prevention, police mediator, bullying, prevention.

Introduction. Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, the life of
Ukrainian society has changed dramatically forever. These changes were caused
by the consequences of the war: the occupation of territories, the commission of
atrocities against children and women, shelling of civilians, forced deportation
of children, filtration measures, recruitment of minors to participate in the armed
conflict, and forced displacement of the population. The state and legal
institutions are faced with the urgent issue of ensuring the safety of citizens, as
well as vulnerable and unprotected groups. At the same time, it would seem that
issues that are not directly related to the basic needs of society and the state are
"out of time". However, over time, any activity resumes and requires regulation,
control, and development.

Today, one of these pressing issues is the issue of bullying in the
educational environment, as well as ways to overcome and prevent it.

Today, bullying in the educational environment is an extremely complex
problem. According to statistics from a UNICEF study, 67 % of children in
Ukraine aged 11 to 17 have experienced bullying, of whom 24 % are victims of
harassment (https://www.unicef.org/).

In the context of war, children experience psychological pressure and
stress as a result of direct experience or observation of military events, shooting,
bombing, destruction of their homes, change of residence, etc. All of this
complicates standard mechanisms for preventing and addressing bullying in
schools and contributes to the increase in bullying. Children who have
experienced stressful situations and are forced to be in new groups during their
studies may choose negative methods of interaction with others, including
bullying.

Experts note that preventing and combating bullying is both a legal and
psychological "problem™. Stopping bullying and preventing other cases of it
requires the involvement of all experts and specialists: police officers, teachers,
psychologists, and mediators. After all, the main task in the case of bullying is,
first of all, to stop it and prevent it from happening again. Police mediation is
one of the possible ways to prevent juvenile delinquency. This approach involves
the use of mediation methods to resolve conflicts and violations that arise in the
children’s environment, contributing to the improvement of relations between
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law enforcement agencies and children, as well as helping to reduce the risk of
children becoming involved in future offenses.

A constructive solution to addressing bullying is possible with the help of
such a tool as mediation, which will be the subject of this study.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The following scholars
have devoted their works to the issues of administrative liability for committing
bullying, prevention and counteraction to bullying: O. Dzhafarova,
O. Bezpalova, I. Drok, Y. Levchenko, T. Lezhneva, B. Logvinenko,
O. Melnychuk, R. Opatskyi, N. Opolska, S. Chernopyatov, K. Pisotska,
R. Karpenko, O. Kolomoyets, R. Myroniuk, T. Minka, V. Kononets, and others.

They have made a significant contribution to the study and research of the
theoretical foundations of administrative liability for bullying, legal regulation,
interpretation, etc. At the same time, the issue of juvenile police officers
implementing such measures as mediation to prevent bullying in school is not
currently the subject of research by scholars.

The purpose of the article is to clarify the issues of bullying prevention
in school educational institutions and to determine the advantages and
disadvantages of juvenile police officers’ use of mediation with participants of
bullying.

Formulation of the main material. The concept of bullying is defined by
the legislator in the Law of Ukraine "On Education™ and Article 173-4 of the
Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offenses. Thus, bullying (harassment) is an
act (action or inaction) of participants in the educational process that consists of
psychological, physical, economic, sexual violence, including the use of
electronic communications, committed against a minor or underage person and
(or) by such a person against other participants in the educational process, as a
result of which harm could be or has been caused to the mental or physical health
of the victim.

Today, one of the basic legal documents on the prevention and
counteraction to bullying is the Order of the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine of 28.12.2019 No. 1646 "Some issues of responding to cases of
bullying (harassment) and the application of educational measures in educational
institutions”, which defines the mechanism for responding to cases of bullying
(harassment) and the procedure for applying educational measures in
educational institutions.

This order also defines the range of responders in case of bullying
(harassment) in educational institutions: the educational ombudsman service;
children’s services; centers of social services for families, children and youth;
local governments; heads and other employees of educational institutions; the
founder(s) of educational institutions or their authorized body; territorial bodies
(units) of the National Police of Ukraine. However, despite the existence of so
many actors, the issue of bullying and its prevention remains a frequent problem
in school society today (Opatsky et al., 2023).

The characteristic features of bullying (bullying, not conflict) are that it
never stops on its own — it requires the intervention of outsiders, protection and
assistance to the victim, offender and witnesses. It should be remembered that
bullying differs from a quarrel or conflict between children in several ways:

— systematic (repetitive) nature of the act (action or inaction)

— intentional actions (malice);
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— power imbalance between the offender and the victim;

— lack of remorse on the part of the offender (Denysiuk & Sukhareva,
2022).

According to scholars and experts in this area, if bullying has been
committed, then, firstly, we must stop it and prevent its recurrence, and secondly,
we must overcome the negative consequences that the participant in the process
(the offender and the victim) received as a result of the bullying. For example, it
can have a negative impact on mental and emotional health, causing stress,
anxiety, and even lead to serious consequences such as depression or suicidal
thoughts.

Bullying (harassment) in an educational institution leads to significant
social and psychological consequences for all parties to this process: the offender
(bully), the victim (victim), and observers. The consequences of bullying can go
far beyond the educational institution and affect the child’s immediate
environment and future life.

The problem in this situation is that the issues of stopping bullying and
preventing it are defined in the legal field (for example, drawing up a protocol
under Article 173-4 of the Code of Administrative Offenses, registration for
preventive monitoring, etc.) At the same time, the consequences that children
face after the offense has been committed (by both parties) are «borne» by
children and their parents. After all, the offender and the victim continue to study
in the same class, school, and possibly even live nearby, and of course
experience psychological discomfort (https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/
2657-19#Text, https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0112-20#n4). That is why
it is necessary to introduce mediation into the work of juvenile police officers.

According to the Law of Ukraine "On Mediation", mediation is an out-of-
court voluntary, confidential, structured procedure in which the parties, with the
help of a mediator (mediators), try to prevent or resolve a conflict (dispute)
through negotiations (https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1875-20#Text).

The main idea of police mediation is to enable the parties to the conflict —
which can be both children and law enforcement agencies — to meet and try to
find a compromise, resolve the situation and analyze the conflict situation so that
the parties concerned can independently choose a solution that would satisfy the
interests and needs of all parties to the conflict.

Police participation in such events can greatly facilitate addressing the
consequences of bullying, improve the psychological climate in the school or
classroom, and help build trust in law enforcement in the eyes of the participants
in the educational process.

International legislation and standards regulate mediation. For example,
Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)8 of the Committee of Ministers to Member
States on restorative justice, adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe on October 3, 2018, defines "restorative justice" as any
process that allows persons who have suffered harm from a crime and persons
responsible for that harm, if they voluntarily agree, to actively participate in
resolving issues arising from the offense with the help of an impartial third party
with special training (https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/80732-10#Text,
http://ipcg.org.ua/upload/).

Conclusions. Thus, a police mediator in schools can play an important role
in preventing and addressing bullying. A police mediator, acting as a mediator
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and facilitator, can help in the following ways:

— prevention of bullying (a police mediator can conduct awareness-raising
activities among students and teachers, telling them about the harmful effects of
bullying and ways to prevent conflict situations);

—conflict resolution (as an intermediary, a police mediator can help resolve
conflicts between students through interviews and finding compromise
solutions);

— promoting a safe environment (a police mediator can help create an
atmosphere of trust and mutual respect at school, where children feel safe and
can seek help in case of bullying);

— interaction with law enforcement agencies (a police mediator has the
opportunity to build school-to-school communication with the police, which
helps to increase trust and facilitates better cooperation in addressing serious
cases of bullying and harassment);

— development of emotional skills (a police mediator can provide children
with tools for conflict resolution, teaching them emotional literacy, the ability to
control their own emotions and respond to situations constructively);

— prevention of delinquency, as mediation allows for early resolution of
conflict situations, providing an opportunity to change behavior and avoid
further offenses. It helps prevent conflicts and teaches children to resolve
disputes peacefully;

— development of cooperation and dialogue skills, as mediation promotes
the development of cooperation and dialogue skills among participants, which
are important for both children and law enforcement agencies. It teaches
important skills of constructive communication and conflict resolution, which
can be useful even in later life.

Thus, police mediation is an important tool in the prevention of juvenile
crime and delinquency, as it promotes peaceful conflict resolution, fosters
mutual understanding between participants, increases children’s education and
skills, and helps build trust between law enforcement and children. This study
gives grounds to assert the need to develop the institution of mediation in the
National Police at the level of juvenile prevention in our country.

Conflict of Interest and other Ethics Statements
The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

Deiaki pytannia reahuvannia na vypadky bulinhu (tskuvannia) ta zastosuvannia zakhodiv
vykhovnoho vplyvu v zakladakh osvity MON Ukrainy vyd 28 grud. 2019 roku Ne 1646
[Some issues of responding to cases of bullying (harassment) and application of
educational measures in educational institutions of the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine from December 28, 2019, No. 1646]. URL : https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/
laws/show/z0112-20#n4. [in Ukr.].

Denysiuk, Y. & Sukhareva, A. (2022). Bulinh v osvitnomu seredovyshchi v umovakh
viiskovoho stanu. Zakhyst prav dytyny v umovakh viiskovoi ahresii [Bullying in the
educational environment under martial law. Protection of the rights of the child in the
conditions of military aggression] : Materials of the International Scientific and Practical
Conference (June 23, 2022, Odesa). Pp. 65-68. [in Ukr.].

Kodeks Ukrainy pro administratyvni pravoporushennia vyd 07.12.1984 Ne 8073-X [Code of
Ukraine on Administrative Offenses from December 7, 1984, No. 8073-X). URL :
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/80732-10#Text. [in Ukr.].

Opatsky, R., Pisotska, K., Chvaliuk, A., Molchanov, R., & Tulinov, V. (2023). Administrative
and legal status of public administration subjects regarding countering terrorism:

ISSN 2786-491X (Print) 161



PHILOSOPHY, ECONOMICS AND LAW REVIEW. Volume 4, no. 1, 2024

Situacion administrativa y juridica de las materias de la administracion publica en materia
de lucha contra el terrorismo. Cuestiones Politicas. 41 (79). Pp.583-594. Doi :
https://doi.org/10.46398/cuestpol.4179.39 [in Ukr.].

Recommendation CM/Rec (2018)8 of the Committee of Ministers to Member States on
restorative justice in criminal matters (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on
October 3, 2018 at the 1326™ meeting of the Deputy Ministers). URL : http://ipcg.org.ua/
upload/Recommendation-CM-Rec20188-UKR-upd.pdf. [in Ukr.].

Statistics on bullying among adolescents in Ukraine. Official website of UNICEF Ukraine.
(n.d.). URL : https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/bullying-cyberbylling-teens-Ukraine. [in
Ukr.].

Zakon Ukrainy "Pro vnesennia zmin do deiakykh zakonodavchykh aktiv Ukrainy shchodo
protydii bulinhu (tskuvanniu)" vyd 18.12.2018 roku Ne 2657-VI1II [Law of Ukraine "On
Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine on Combating Bullying
(Harassment)" from December 18, 2018, No. 2657-VI1II]. URL :
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2657-19#Text. [in Ukr.].

Zakon Ukrainy pro mediatsiiu vyd 16.11.2021 Ne 1875-1X [Law of Ukraine on Mediation from
November 16, 2021, No. 1875-1X]. URL : https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1875-
20#Text. [in Ukr.].

Poman OITALIBKHI

IOBEHAJIBHUM HOJILENCBKUN-MEIIATOP SIK CIOCIB
HNPOPLIAKTHKH BYJIIHTY B IKIBHUX 3AKJIAJJAX OCBITH

Anomayin. CTaTTiO MIPUCBSIUEHO BUPIIICHHIO POOJIeMaTHKK NPOQUIAKTHKK OYyJIHTY B
HIKUJIBHUX 3aKJIa/laX OCBITH LUITXOM 3aCTOCYBAaHHS IOBEHAJIBHUMH IOJIIEHCHKHUMHU Meiarlii.
3’s1coBaHoO, 1110 B YMOBaX BifHM JITH 3a3HAIOTh NICHXOJOTIYHUI THCK Ta CTPEC, NCHXOJIOTIYHE
HaNpy)XeHHS BHACJIIZOK O€3MOCeperHhoro IOCBILYy UM CIIOCTEPEKECHHS BOEHHHMX MOIIMH,
cTpinpOu, OoMOapayBaHb, pyHHYBAaHHS CBOIiX JOMIBOK UM 3MiHH MICII TpOKHBaHHA. Bee 1e
YCKJIAIHIOE CTaHIAPTHI MEXaHi3MH NMPO(MITAKTHKHA Ta BPETYIIOBaHHA OYJIHTY B ITKONAX Ta
Crpusie TIOCHICHHIO Horo BumankiB. Tako)k BH3HAYEHO, IO OYIiHT (UBKYBaHHS) B 3aKiaii
OCBITH IPU3BOJUTH IO 3HAYHHX COIIaJIbHUX 1 IICHXOJIOTIYHNX HACIIIKIB IS BCIX CTOPiH I[HOTO
nporiecy: KpuBIHUKa (Oyepa), MOTepIiioro (;KepTBH), CIIOCTEPIiradvis.

BusiBiieHO mpoOjeMH, 3TiHO 3 SKMMU Ha CHOTOJHI BIACYTHIH MeXaHi3M MOOJaHHS
HEraTUBHMX HACJIJKIB, SIKI OTPUMYIOTh YUYaCHUKHU (KPUBJHHUK Ta NOTEPIIia 0co0a) BHACIIIOK
BUMHEHHSI OYJIHTY. YCTaHOBIIEHO, IO NOTEpIHija 0coba, a TaKoX KPUBIHUK, CBIJIKH BXKe
BYMHEHOTO OYJIIHTY MOXYTb B TOJQJIBIIOMY OTPHUMYBAaTH HEraTHBHHH BIUIUB Ha IICUXIYHE Ta
eMOIliliHe 3[J0pOB’S — CTpeC, TPUBOTY, AeIpecis 4 cyilumaanbHi aymku. Hacninku OymiHry
MOXYTb BUXOJHUTH JIAJIEKO 3a MEXI 3aKjaJy OCBITH Ta BIUIMBATH HA HaHOJIMKYe OTOUEHHS
JTUTHHY Ta Ha ii MaiiOyTHE KUTTS.

3anporoHOBaHO BIPOBA/KEHHS B MISUIBHICTD IOBEHAIBHHX IOJIIEHCHKUX TaKOTO
IHCTPYMEHTY sIK MeIiallii, OCHOBHA 1/1esI SIKOT MOJIATaE B TOMY, MO0 JaTH MOXIIUBICTh YIaCHUKAM
KOH(IIKTY 3yCTPITHCS Ta CIIPOOYBATH 3HAWTH KOMIIPOMIC, BUPILITUTH CUTYAIIIfO Ta BPETYIIIOBATH
KOH(IIKT NUIAXOM JiaJory Ta CIBIIpami, MPOTe ICIs BHUPINICHHS IPABOIOPYIICHHS B
npaBoBoMy Tosii. Bu3HaueHo, 1o mnosineiicbKuii-MeaiaTop TaKoXK MOXKe OyTH aKTHBHOIO
JIAHKOK0 y CTBOPEHHI CHCTEMH 3a0XOYEHHs JOTPUMaHHS NPAaBWI Ta CTBOPEHHS MMO3UTHUBHUX
MEXaHi3MIiB KOHTPOJIIO 32 CUTYAIli€l0 B [IKOJII, CIPSIMOBAaHMX Ha MOMEPeKEHHS KOHMIIIKTIB

Kniouosi cnosa: mediayis, ioeenanvha npegenyis, nouiyelcbKuii-mediamop, Oyuine,
npoginakmuxa.
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